Purging the emotions: the lack of emotional expression in subfertility and in the care of the dying.
The paper examines emotional expression by drawing on data from patients in two contrasting situations; interview data from couples attending fertility clinics, and audio-recorded conversations with terminally ill patients being cared for at home. Although the literature on subfertility and terminal illness frequently uses a bereavement model to argue for the importance of overt grieving, patients in these studies did not express a wish to discuss their feelings. This finding raises questions about how patients' needs are defined, and whether emotions may be created by discourse.